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statement of purpose:  To research, design and construct a space which 
challenges the norms of current housing trends.

venue:                       is a quarterly architecture exhibition which focuses on 
“the need for an improved built environment in Fresno.”  For the upcom-
ing                        we will design and build a full-scale model of an ‘e�ciency 
unit.’  The installation will allow visitors to experience and respond to the 
space �rsthand.
  
 date: February 5th, 2009  time: 5p-8p
 location: Broadway Studios  address: 1416 Broadway

background:  Originally conceived as part of a design competition for a 
vacated lot in Downtown Fresno, we propose to build these spaces in an 
e�ort to relieve some of the severe impacts which homelessness and a 
lack of a�ordable housing have on the urban core of our City.

objective:  The project concerns itself with the e�ciency of living space 
and asks the question "what is the minimum amount of space required 
for a successful dwelling.”  Dwelling spaces that maximize e�ciency and 
minimize building area have myriad bene�ts to society, culture, industry, 
and economy.  By examining common human behavior - both the neces-
sary and social – and daily function of working class people, we can 
design and arrange space that eliminates excess.

homelessness:  We recognize the increasing need for a�ordable housing 
in Fresno.  Amidst a global �nancial crisis, the population of displaced 
persons is rapidly increasing.  The issue has recently received a jolt of 
energy through the Fresno City and County adoption of the Ten Year Plan 
to End Chronic Homelessness.  The issue has also gained momentum 
through the support of newly elected Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Chair of 
County Board of Supervisors Susan Anderson, and the City of Fresno 
Housing Authority.  In order to realize physical progress on this issue, a 
new paradigm for housing and lifestyle must emerge.

team:  The issues which this project addresses cross over several disci-
plines.  Spanning beyond architecture, the project will leverage the 
knowledge and expertise of people from the �elds of anthropology, 
development, construction, sustainability, interior design and art.

Speci�cally through our collaboration with CSU-Fresno Department of 
Anthropology faculty and students, we will solicit, observe, document 
and analyze behavioral and communicated responses to the built spaces.  
Led by Dr. Henry Delcore this research will then be used to drive the 
re-design of the spaces to be built as part of the larger housing project.
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